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SOUTH AMERICA 

Die Cordillerenstaaten. Von Dr. Wilhelm Sievers. Sammlung Goschen. 

1. Bandchen: Einleitung, Bolivia und Peru. 148 pp. Maps, Sis., index. 

2. Bandchen: Ecuador, Colombia und Venezuela. 123 pp. Maps, ills., 
index. G. J. Goschen, Berlin, 1913. 90 pfg. each. 6% x 4%. 

Professor Sievers has done a painstaking piece of work in regional geog- 
raphy in these two volumes on the countries of the South American Cordillera. 
The extremely fine print of a large part of the first volume leaves the reader's 
eyes and patience almost exhausted, and is not a dignified form in which to 
cast such good results. One cannot find elsewhere so judicious and at the same 
time so clear a treatment of Bolivia and Peru, the two countries, which, with 
Venezuela (an old field of work for Professor Sievers), get the lion's share 
of the space. 

After a brief general description of a country, there are compact explana- 
tions of the physiography and climate of each natural region. Then follow 
excellent summaries of the effects of these physical conditions upon the vege- 
tation and the people. These summaries reflect the author's wide reading, 
as well as his familiarity with both physical and anthropogeographic principles. 
To take a few illustrations. There is in no English book so excellent a descrip- 
tion of the zone of vegetation on the coast of Peru, between 8° and 18° 
south latitude, in the so-called "Lomas" belt. Yet it is one of the most 
important and certainly one of the most fascinating features of Peru, set, 
as it is, between an upper and a lower desert. One may ride, as did the 
reviewer, from the upper "pampa" (in some places from the mountains) 
into the coast range and down into the zone of rains, 2,000-5,000 feet above 
the sea, and come out again into the lower desert, in less than three hours. 
From barren sand into luscious wild clover, knee-high; from warm, dry air 
to cool, saturated air and heavy showers; from a blazing sky to clouds and 
dense fogs — these are the contrasts between the Lomas and the belts of country 
on either hand. 

Of similar character are Professor Sievers ' distinctions between the forested 
Beni country in northern Bolivia and the country of the Missions farther 
south where grassland and forest alternate. There are many such illustra- 
tions of the thorough scholarship of the author. Where else than in Germany 
could one have all this published for less than twenty -five cents? The series of 
which these tiny volumes form a part deserves to be well known among the 
growing number of American geographers to whom German is no longer a 
convenience but a necessity. Isaiah Bowman. 

AFRICA 

Die deutschen Schutzgebiete in Afrika und der Siidsee 1911-1912. 

Amtliche Jahresberiehte, herausgegeben vom Reichs-Kolonialamt. xvii 
and 370 pp. E. S. Mittler & Sohn, Berlin, 1913. Mk. 11.50. 11 x 7. 
This official compilation has two merits worthy of note in connection with 
public statistics: 1: It is promptly issued, and this means that the figures 
are available while yet valuable. 2: The tables have been carefully digested 
for use. They are all summation records and comparisons with the summa- 
tions of preceding years; they are the aggregate figures of population, justice, 
education, agriculture, trade anad communications. They are logically pre- 
sented for East Africa, Kamerun, Togo, German Southwest Africa, German 
New Guinea and Samoa. For each of these colonies there is a brief intro- 
ductory essay setting forth the activity of the year for which the report is 
made. The soundest commentary which can be made upon this report is that 
it is entirely contained in 370 pages, practically a page a day for the record 
of a year of a great and widely extended empire. 

La France en Afrique. Par Edmond Ferry. 301 pp. Armand Colin, 

Paris, 1905. Fr. 3.50. 7%x4%. 

The policy of the French in African colonization is the theme of this book. 

The author first reviews the advent of Napoleon in Africa and describes his 

diplomatic and crafty scheme of winning Africa for France by a seeming 
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deep interest in the religion of the country. It is inferred that the present 
plan of making headway for France in the country is based on the plans of 
Napoleon in 1798. The general characteristics of the area, the distinctive 
traits of the nomad population, the plan of interesting the inhabitants in 
works of improvement, the task of reconciling all acts to the religion of the 
natives and especially the difficulties with the inner court of Mohammedanism, 
the Senoussi, are subjects which the author carefully discusses; and the 
principles which the French are planning to follow as the basis of their civil- 
izing work in Africa are stated. Robert M. Brown. 

Hunting the Elephant in Africa, and Other Recollections of Thirteen 
Year's Wanderings. By Captain C. H. Stigand. With an Introduction 
by Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, xv and 379 pp. Ills., index. The Mac- 
millan Co., New York, 1913. $2.50. 9x6. 
The title is not exactly adequate, for the book treats not only of elephant 
hunting but also of the rhinoceros, lion, buffalo, and bongo (a large antelope), 
with hints on camping and chapters on African rivers and swamps, native 
servants, hunting incidents, African sayings and ideas, African insects and some 
other topics. The work will take its place among the best of hunting books. 
The author is a distinguished and experienced Nimrod and field naturalist; 
few others have his large experience and his book is full of suggestions for 
other hunters. He does not pin full faith to the doctrine of protective colora- 
tion and shows that it does not play the smallest part in concealing most of 
the big game of Africa from their foes. 

Ij'Oasi di Ghat e sue Adiacenze. Di Capitano Bourbon del Monte 
Santa Maria. 178 pp. Maps. Unione Arti Grafiehe, Castello, 1912. 
7%x5. 

L'lslamismo e la Confraternita dei Senussi. Di Capitano Bourbon 
del Monte Santa Maria. 247 pp. Map. Unione Arti Grafiehe, Castello, 
1912. 7% x 5. 

The information in the first book is of a geographical and military char- 
acter. The region is shown in the state in which the Turks abandoned it, and 
the difficulties of the Italians in attempting to restore order patterned on 
European ideas are mentioned. 

The second contains an account of the origin and growth of the order of 
the Senoussi and its relation to Islam. The writer seems imbued with the 
spirit prevailing in French colonial circles where alleged anti-European or 
anti-Christian doings of the order are exaggerated, often for political pur- 
poses. He would have been nearer the truth had he tried to show that the 
order need not be considered a menace to the expansion of European domin- 
ion in Africa. The case of Egypt can be adduced as an example. An 
instructive map shows the distribution of Senoussi centers in Northeastern 
Africa. Leon Dominian. 

Notes Ethnographiques sur les peuples communement appeles Ba- 
kuba, ainsi que sur les peuplades apparentees. Les Bushongo. 
Par E. Torday et T. A. Joyce. Maps, ills., index. 291 pp. Ann. du Mus. 
du Congo Beige, Tome 2, Fasc. 1. Falk fils, Brussels, 1910. 14 x 11. 
We have here a very detailed and careful study of the Bushongo race of the 
Belgian Congo as manifested in one of its ramifications, the Bakuba people. 
Rigidly pursuing a method which makes for great accuracy of observation 
he has written in this report a record of the people which will leave scant 
gleanings for those who come after. While giving deserved praise to the 
definitely ethnological work in this volume it is permissible to record a 
note upon the linguistic collections. There is presented a very large mass 
of vocabulary material of the Bushongo and the Lumbila arranged after 
the usual manner. When we reflect upon the great strides made in eth- 
nography, largely by reason of the Cambridge system of learning what to 
observe, we must feel that the time is ripe for a similar syllabus of the 



